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"F! HIS SERPENT is of that Species call'd- RATTLE-SNAKES, which ſcarcely being 
L---known in this part of the World, it may not be improper to add to this Advertiſement, the De- 
{cription given of it by Dr. Hor/emen, in his ſhort Hiſtory of America, viz. | 
-. © The RATTLE-SNAKE, fays he, is the moſt ſurprizing Creature that is found in America, if not in the 
* whole Univerſe; he is ſo call'd, from his Snake-like Form, and having ſeveral thin hollow horny Sub- 
* itances, reſembling the Heads of a Row of Indian Corn, looſely jointed into each other, growing at the 
© end of his Tail, and encreafing in their Number Yearly, upon the leaſt tremor of which they ſtrike 
againſt each other, and rattle together, ſo as to be heard at a conſiderable Diſtance. 

* He isa SERPENT full of Courage, Fire, and Spirit, gives way to no Creature living, is eaſily pro- 
* vok'd, and when ſo, always ſhakes his Rattles, which if not regarded, { as ſoon to avoid him, he darts 
* or throws himſelf ſwiftly forwards, ſometimes the whole Length of his Body, with his Mouth wide 
© open, attempting to bite at whoever aftronts him, Whatever Creature he bites immediately dies. 
© He has in his Upper Jaw, four Fangs or curv'd Teeth two of each fide; ſheath'd, and turn 
* over each other, lying backwards with their Points up cloſe to his Jaw-bone, ſo that he eafily ſhuts 
* his Mouth, but when he opers it for Miſchief he unſheaths them, and throws them forward, as a 
* Lyon doth his Talons. Theſe Teeth are hollow quite through, very Sharp and opened, a 
* little above quite down to their Points. As if a part had been ſlop'd oft with ſome Inſtrument z The 
< Cavities of which are always fill'd with liquid Poiſon, ſo that wherever he wounds, ſome portion 
£ of this Venine Matter muſt be left in each PunQure, which, tho' not the hundredth part of a Drop in 
* Quantity, is of that. infinite Force, Subtilty and AQivity, that as ſoon as mix'd with the Fluids of 
< the Animal, it inſtantly atteAs the whole Body, by cauſing ſuch a preternatural Ferment and Rare- 
* faftion of the Blood, and Juices, ſo as to burſt all the Veſſels and overflow the Channels through 
* which they paſs, and at once, put an entire end to Circulation and Lite together, 

© And yet the Fleſh of theſe Serpents is often eaten by the Ind;ans, and the Fat of them ; held in 
© high Eſteem among them, and is perhaps the greateſt Anodyne upon Earth, and no doubt of it, 
* the very Remedy they cure themſelves with when birten by them. | 

* Nor is this Creature leſs wonderful in the Manner of Procuring his Prey, than his Power 
* of Deſtroying it; for as he chiefly lives upon Birds and ſmall Quadrupedes, ſo to this 
© end he comes out into ſome open place near the Woods, draws himſelt up into a Coil, and 
© in that manner lies, expoſing his Body to the Beams of the Sun when in irs full Luſtre; which being 
* cover d with ſmooth ſhining Scales of a very ſolid Texture, adorn'd with a large Variety of lively 
* Colours moſt beautifully diſpos'd, refleas the Rays of Light with ſuch Force and Strength, and in ſuch 
* an amazing manner, that Birds that accidentally caſt their Eyes upon him are arreſted in their Flight, 
© and Squirrels allur'd from the very Tops of Trees, and ſo ſuddenly confounded, they haſtily draw 
© near to the charming Wonder till they come within his fatal reach. _ 

* In ſhort, ſo very powerful are the Charms of this moſt aſtoniſhing Creature when thus expos'd 
© that no Human Eye can look ſtedfaſtly upon him without being ſoon enfhared. This I dare venture 
* © to affirm, becauſe I have my ſelf, more than once gaz'd at theſe Creatures in the Sun, till I had 


+ - * loſt almoſt all my Reaſdn, _ 


